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Kremlin confirms US envoy's visit as talks on ending war in Ukraine gain momentum
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Direct flights between Pakistan, Bangladesh from December
LAHORE: Direct flights
between Pakistan and
Bangladesh will begin from
next month, a significant
leap in strengthening
connectivity between the
two countries, Dhaka's top
diplomat said here
Wednesday. There has been
no direct flight between
Pakistan and Bangladesh
for the last several years. As
relations between the two
countries improved this
year, two Pakistani private
airlines have recently
received approval for direct
flights.

"Mahan Air will start
three weekly flights
between Dhaka and
Karachi from next month,"
Bangladesh's High
Commissioner in
Islamabad, Iqbal Hussain
Khan, told businessmen at
Lahore Chamber of

Commerce & Industry
(LCCI) here. He, however,
did not specify any date or
other details.

The high commissioner
further said: "Visa process
has been simplified. Visas
are now being issued on the
joint recommendation of
LCCI and the Bangladesh
Honorary Consulate in
Lahore. Visas will be issued
to members within three to
four days, making travel
between the two countries
faster and easier," he added.
"The three weekly flights
between Dhaka and
Karachi will be a
significant leap in
strengthening connectivity
between the two countries,"
Khan added.

Mahan Airlines,
operating under the name
Mahan Air, is a privately
owned Iranian airline based

in Tehran. Since prime
minister Sheikh Hasina was
ousted after massive
student-led protests in
Bangladesh on August 5,
2024 and Muhammad
Yunus took over as the
Chief Adviser of the
Interim government there,
relations between Dhaka
and Islamabad have
continued to improve on
several fronts.

Recently, two Pakistani
private airlines -- Fly
Jinnah and AirSial --
received approval from the
aviation authorities in
Bangladesh to operate
direct flights between
Pakistan and Bangladesh.
High Commissioner Khan
said that a direct cargo
shipping service between
the two countries will also
be launched soon. "While a

cargo service between the
two countries has been
operational since last
December, rising trade
demand now requires a
dedicated direct cargo
route," he said. LCCI
President Faheemur
Rehman Saigol said
Pakistan can increase rice
exports to Bangladesh and
Dhaka can supply fresh
pineapples to Pakistan
besides trade in textiles and
ready-made garments. He
said both nations have
opportunities to collaborate
in IT, automobiles and
other industries.

"At present, bilateral
trade stands at USD 700
million but it may increase
up to USD 3 billion over
the next few years," Saigol
said and added that direct
flights would further
enhance trade relations.

Brazil’s former President Jair Bolsonaro begins
27-year prison sentence for coup attempt

BRASILIA, BRAZIL: Former Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro on Tuesday started
his 27-year prison sentence for leading a coup
attempt, to the surprise of many in the South
American nation who doubted he would ever
end up behind bars. Supreme Court Justice
Alexandre de Moraes, who has overseen the
case, ruled Bolsonaro will remain in custody
after being preemptively arrested on
Saturday. Supporters and detractors of the
embattled leader gathered outside the federal
police headquarters after the order was
issued, some calling for Bolsonaro’s release
and others toasting to his imprisonment. The
far-right leader had been under house arrest
since August and was taken in on Saturday
after trying to break his ankle monitor.
Bolsonaro blamed “hallucinations”, a claim
that de Moraes dismissed in his preemptive
arrest order. Bolsonaro will not have any
contact with the few other inmates at the
federal police headquarters. His 12-square-
meter room has a bed, a private bathroom, air
conditioning, a TV set and a desk, according
to federal police. He will have free access to
his doctors and lawyers, but others will have
to get their access approved by the Supreme
Court.

Israel identifies the latest remains
returned from Gaza as hostage Dror Or

JERUSALEM: Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Wednesday that Israel had
identified the latest remains returned from
Gaza as hostage Dror Or. That leaves the
bodies of two hostages in Gaza as the first
phase of the Israel-Hamas ceasefire
agreement nears a conclusion. Palestinian
militants released Or’s remains Tuesday.
Israel has agreed to release 15 Palestinian
bodies for each hostage returned. Dror Or
was killed by Islamic Jihad militants who
overran his home in Kibbutz Beeri on Oct.
7, 2023, Israel’s military said. His wife,
Yonat Or, was also killed in the attack.
That day, Palestinian militants killed some
1,200 people across southern Israel and
abducted 251 to Gaza. Kibbutz Beeri was
one of the hardest-hit farming
communities in that attack that started the
war in Gaza. Two of Or’s children, Alma
and Noam, were abducted by the militants
on Oct. 7 and released in a hostage deal in
November 2023. Almost all of the
hostages or their remains have been
returned in ceasefires or other deals. The
remains of two — one Israeli and one Thai
national— are still in Gaza. Gaza’s Health
Ministry says more than 69,700
Palestinians have been killed and 170,800
injured in Israel’s retaliatory offensive.
The toll has increased during the ceasefire
both from new Israeli strikes and from the
recovery and identification of bodies of
people killed earlier in the war.

Bangladesh's convicted ex-PM Hasina's party
announces nationwide protests till Nov 30

NEW DELHI/DHAKA: Bangladesh's ousted
prime minister Sheikh Hasina's Awami League
party on Tuesday announced nationwide
agitations and "resistance marches" till
November 30 in protest against the death
sentence handed to the former premier by what
it described as an "illegal" tribunal. On
November 17, the International Crimes Tribunal
(ICT-BD) sentenced 78-year-old Hasina to
death along with then home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal on charges of
committing "crimes against humanity" after a
trial held in absentia. Hasina is currently in
India, while Kamal is also believed to be hiding
in the country.

In a post on its official social media account,
the Awami League alleged that the tribunal's
verdict was part of a political "conspiracy" by
the Muhammad Yunus-led interim government
to keep Hasina and the party "out of the
election" scheduled for February next year.
Rejecting the "illegal verdict of the illegal ICT
tribunal" and demanding the resignation of
Yunus, the party announced protests,
demonstrations and "resistance marches across
all districts and upazilas (sub-districts) until
November 30". The party said the "farcical"
judgment had been "rejected with contempt" by
citizens and described the tribunal proceedings
as a "mockery of a trial." The Awami League
said it was engaging with grassroots workers,
political leaders and stakeholders to counter
what it called "anti-state conspiracies," and
vowed to lead nationwide resistance against any
attempts to exclude pro-liberation forces from
the electoral process. "Astaged election will not
be allowed in Bangladesh. It will be resisted at
any cost," it said, adding that a "tough
nationwide movement" would be announced
soon. Hasina's Awami League government was
toppled in a student-led violent protest termed
as the "July Uprising" on August 5 last year.
Three days later, Nobel Laureate Yunus flew
from Paris at the call of the protesting students
to assume the charge of the interim government
as its chief adviser.

KYIV: A senior Kremlin official
confirmed Wednesday that U.S. special
envoy Steve Witkoff is set to visit
Moscow next week as efforts to find a
consensus on ending the nearly four-
year war between Russia and Ukraine
pick up speed. But Yuri Ushakov,
Russian President Vladimir Putin's
foreign affairs adviser, insisted that
Kremlin officials still haven't seen a U.S.
peace proposal, even though
representatives of the United States,
Russia and Ukraine held talks earlier this
week in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates. "Contact is ongoing, including
via telephone, but no one has yet sat
down at a roundtable and discussed this

point by point. That hasn't happened,"
Ushakov told Russian state media.
Ukrainian officials didn't confirm
whether U.S. Army Secretary Dan
Driscoll, who in recent weeks has played
a high-profile role in the peace efforts,
would be in Kyiv in the coming days, as
U.S. President Donald Trump indicated
Tuesday. Trump's plan for ending the
war became public last week, setting off
a spate of diplomatic maneuvering. The
initial version appeared heavily slanted
toward Russian demands for halting
Moscow's invasion of its neighbor. After
weekend talks in Geneva between U.S.
and Ukrainian officials, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the plan

could be "workable," although key
points remain unresolved. A Ukrainian
official said that Zelenskyy hoped to
meet with Trump in the coming days.
Witkoff's role in the peace efforts came
under a renewed spotlight Tuesday when
a report indicated that he coached
Ushakov, the Putin aide, on how Russia's
leader should pitch Trump on the
Ukraine peace plan. Trump described
Witkoff's reported approach to the
Russians in the call as "standard"
negotiating procedure. "He's got to sell
this to Ukraine. He's got to sell Ukraine
to Russia," Trump told reporters aboard
Air Force One as he flew to his home in
Florida on Tuesday night. 

Landslides, flash floods on Indonesia's Sumatra
island leave at least 17, six missing

MEDAN: Rescuers recovered
more bodies in the search for
dozens of people buried under
landslides or swept away after
torrential rains unleashed flash
floods and triggered landslides
on Indonesia's Sumatra island,
increasing the death toll to 17
and leaving six people missing,
officials said Wednesday.
Rescue teams were struggling
to reach affected areas in six
regencies of North Sumatra
province after the monsoon
rains over the past week caused
rivers to burst their banks,
tearing through hilly villages as
mud, rocks and trees tumbled
down, leaving destruction in
their wake, the National Police
said in a statement.

Rescue workers by
Wednesday had recovered at
least five bodies and three
injured people in the worst-hit
city of Sibolga and were
searching for four villagers who
were reported missing, the
statement said. In the
neighboring district of Central
Tapanuli, landslides hit several

homes, killing at least a family
of four, and floods submerged
nearly 2,000 houses and
buildings. Rescuers retrieved
seven more bodies in South
Tapanuli district, raising the
death toll to eight, after floods
and landslides also uprooted
trees, prompting more than
2,800 residents to flee to
temporary shelters and injuring
58 others, said National
Disaster Mitigation Agency's
spokesperson Abdul Muhari.

He said landslides also hit 50
houses in North Tapanuli
district and destroyed at least
two main bridges in the region.
Floods had cut off a bridge in
Mandailing Natal and
submerged hundreds of houses
in the hilly district and its
neighboring Padang
Sidempuan city, while a main
road was blocked by mud and
debris on Nias island. Videos on
social media show water
cascading down rooftops as
panicked residents scramble for
safety. In some areas, flash
floods rose rapidly,

transforming streets into raging
torrents carrying tree trunks and
debris. Sibolga police chief
Eddy Inganta said emergency
shelters have been set up and
authorities urged residents in
high-risk zones to evacuate
immediately, warning that
continued rainfall could trigger
more landslides after six
landslides in the hilly city
flattened 17 houses and a café.

"Bad weather and mudslides
hampered the rescue
operation," Inganta said, adding
that access remains limited as
rescuers battle harsh conditions.
Tuesday's disasters occurred the
same day the National Disaster
Mitigation Agency declared the
official end of relief efforts in
two areas of Indonesia's main
island of Java after 10 days of
operations. More than 1,000
rescue workers had been
deployed to search for people
buried under landslides
triggered by torrential rains that
left 38 people dead in Central
Java's districts of Cilacap and
Banjarnegara.
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13 people killed in fire engulfing Hong Kong high-
rise residential buildings, fire services say

HONG KONG: Thirteen people
were killed in a fire that spread
across seven high-rise apartment
buildings in a Hong Kong housing
complex, and others were still
trapped, the city's fire services said
Wednesday. Nine people were
declared dead at the scene and four
others who were sent to the
hospital were later confirmed dead,
authorities told reporters. At least
15 others were injured. About 700
people have been evacuated to
temporary shelters.

The raging fire sent up a column
of flames and thick smoke as it
spread quickly on bamboo
scaffolding and construction
netting that had been set up around
the exterior of the housing
complex in Tai Po district, in the
New Territories. Records show the
housing complex consisted of
eight blocks with almost 2,000
apartments housing about 4,800
people. Video from the scene
showed multiple buildings close to
each other ablaze, with bright
flames and smoke shooting out of

many of the apartments' windows
as night fell. Firefighters were
aiming water at the intense flames
from high up on ladder trucks.

The blaze started mid afternoon
and after nightfall authorities
upgraded it to a level 5 alarm, the
highest level of severity, the Fire
Services Department said. The fire

was still raging after midnight
local time. Firefighters deployed
128 fire trucks and 57 ambulances
to the scene. The dead included
one firefighter and another was
being treated for heat exhaustion,
Fire Services Department Director
Andy Yeung told reporters. Police
said earlier that they had received

multiple reports of people trapped
in the affected buildings, but did
not provide details. Lo Hiu-fung, a
Taipo District Council member,
told local TV station TVB earlier
Wednesday that most of the
residents trapped in the fire were
believed to be elderly people.
District officials in Tai Po have
opened temporary shelters for
people left homeless by the fire.
"I've given up thinking about my
property," a resident who only
provided his surname, Wu, told
TVB. "Watching it burn like that
was really frustrating."

Tai Po is a suburban area in the
New Territories, in the northern
part of Hong Kong and near the
border with the mainland Chinese
city of Shenzhen. Bamboo
scaffolding is a common sight in
Hong Kong at building
construction and renovation
projects, though the government
said earlier this year that it would
start phasing it out for public
projects because of safety
concerns.


