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Chandigarh: The Punjab 
Vigilance Bureau (VB), during 
its ongoing drive against 
corruption, has arrested 
Nishan Singh, block Samiti 
Patwari, posted at Block 
Development and Panchayats 
Officer (BDPO) office, 
Gurdsapur for demanding and 
accepting a bribe of Rs. 20000.

Disclosing this here 
on Monday an official 
spokesperson of the state VB 
said the arrest has been made 
following a complaint lodged 
by a resident of village Babari 
Nangal, in Gurdaspur.

The complainant has 
approached the VB and 
stated that she is the current 
Panchayat member of Gram 
Panchayat Babri Nangal 
and her husband had been 
cultivating about 22 kanals 
and 11 marlas of shamlat land 
out of total 25 acres of land for 
the last 50 years and the land 
title (Girdawari) of this land is 

also registered in his name.
She further stated that on 

the basis of a complaint, the 
BDPO office had asked her 
to submit a clarification in 
this regard. She requested 
the current Sarpanch of her 
village to resolve this issue 
but the said Nishan Singh 
Samiti Patwari has demanded 
a bribe of Rs. 20,000 to get 

the issue resolved through 
his  department.  The 
spokesperson informed that 
after a preliminary verification 
of this complaint, the VB team 
laid a trap during which the 
accused Nishan Singh has 
been arrested red handed 
while he was accepting a 
bribe Rs 20,000 from the 
complainant in presence 

of two official witnesses. In 
this regard a case under 
prevention of corruption act 
has been registered against 
the accused at VB police 
station Amritsar range. 
The accused would be 
produced in the competent 
court tomorrow and further 
investigation is underway, he 
said.

Jalandhar DC bans 
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Jalandhar: In a decisive 
move to prevent the misuse of 
hazardous chemicals, Deputy 
Commissioner Dr. Himanshu 
Aggarwal has imposed a strict 
ban on the sale and delivery 
of Methyl Alcohol (Methanol) 
through courier services 
in Jalandhar district.The 
directive comes in the wake 
of growing concerns over 
the illicit trade and potential 
misuse of this poisonous 
substance.

During a review meeting, 
the DC instructed all Sub 
Divisional Magistrates (SDMs) 
to closely monitor and regulate 
the sale and distribution 
of Methanol within their 
respective jurisdictions. He 
emphasized the importance 
of preventing unauthorized 
and unlicensed sales of the 
chemical, particularly those 
operating under the guise of 

courier services. The DC also 
highlighted the need to identify 
unlicensed traders dealing in 
Methanol, maintain a separate 
list of license holders with 
permission to stock and sell it, 
and ensure regular inspections 
of licensed firms. Monthly 
reports detailing the purchase, 
sale, and stock of Methanol are 
to be submitted to SDMs for 
strict monitoring, he noted.

The move is part of a 
broader strategy to control the 
illegal sale and misuse of toxic 
substances and to safeguard 
public health in the region.
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Mohali: In a landmark recognition, 
Marbella Royce, a signature high-
rise residential development in 
Sector 83A, Mohali, has been 
officially declared the Region’s 
First Iconic Building by the 
Housing and Urban Development 
Department, Government of 
Punjab.

Designed by renowned 
architect Tripat Girdhar and his 
team at Arete Design Studio, 
Marbella Royce is set to redefine 
the city’s skyline and aspirations. 
Soaring 42 storeys high, it is not 
only Mohali’s tallest residential 
tower but also holds the title of 

North India’s tallest building 
with a helipad, symbolizing a new 
benchmark in vertical luxury living. 
“This recognition underscores the 
role of architecture in shaping 
identity and aspiration,” said Ar. 
Tripat Girdhar, Principal Architect 

at Arete Design Studio. “We 
envisioned Marbella Royce not 
merely as a vertical structure, but 
as a complete lifestyle ecosystem.”

A Vision in Concrete and 
Glass

Built across 8.01 acres in IT 

City, the development merges 
landmark design with future-
ready features. It is constructed 
using earthquake-resistant RCC 
with MIVAN technology, ensuring 
durability, clean aesthetics, and 
minimal maintenance.

Key Highlights:
Two-side open corner towers 

with panoramic views
Expansive residences ranging 

from 3,100 to 9,400+ sq. ft.
Iconic façade with textured 

paints, glass, and aluminium
Smart living features: VRV air 

conditioning, modular kitchens, 
home automation

~50,000 sq. ft. luxury clubhouse 
with concierge services, wellness 
zones & recreation Sustainability-

first design: EV charging, 
rainwater harvesting, STP systems

Strategic Location & Urban 
Integration

Located near major institutions 
such as Infosys, Plaksha University, 
and Chandigarh Airport, 
Marbella Royce integrates urban 
convenience with high-end living.It 
stands as a testament to Punjab’s 
growing urban ambitions and 
sets a new precedent for design 
excellence and aspirational living 
in Tier-2 cities. 

With this recognition, 
Marbella Royce is more than a 
structure—it’s a symbol of Mohali’s 
transformation into a forward-
looking, globally inspired urban 
hub.

Marbella Royce declared first iconic building by state: govt

Fight against drugs in full swing
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Chandigarh: The Punjab 
Police on Monday arrested 
126 drug smugglers and 
recovered 5.3 kg of 
heroin and 200 grams 
of opium during 
statewide operations 
as part of its ongoing 
anti-drug campaign 
‘Yudh Nashian Virudh’, 
which has now completed 
114 days.

According to official figures, 
the cumulative number of 
drug smugglers arrested 
during the campaign has now 
reached 18,843. The police 
also recovered Rs 8,850 in 
drug-related cash during 
Monday’s operations. The 
crackdown was carried out 
on the directions of Director 
General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav across 
all 28 police districts. The 

drive, aimed at eradicating the 
drug menace from the state, 
is being conducted under 
the direct supervision of the 

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann, who has 

directed district 
and police officials 
t o  i n t e n s i f y 
efforts toward 
making Punjab a 

drug-free state.
To ensure better 

oversight, the state 
government has formed 

a five-member Cabinet Sub-
Committee headed by Finance 
Minister Harpal Singh Cheema 
to monitor the campaign’s 
progress and coordination.

Providing further details 
of the latest operation, 
Special DGP (Law and Order) 
Arpit Shukla said that over 
200 police teams involving 
more than 1,500 personnel 
were deployed under the 
supervision of 99 gazetted 

officers. The teams conducted 
simultaneous raids at 506 
locations across Punjab and 
registered 85 first information 
reports (FIRs) in one day. 
Additionally, police personnel 
questioned 540 individuals 
identified as suspicious during 
the statewide operation.

As part of the state’s 
three-pronged strategy of 
Enforcement, De-addiction, 
and Prevention (EDP), the 
Special DGP said police teams 
also focused on rehabilitation 
efforts. 

On Monday alone, 47 
individuals were persuaded 
to undergo treatment for 
addiction and join de-addiction 
and rehabilitation programs.

The Punjab government 
has reiterated that the war 
on drugs will continue with 
full force and sustained 
co o rd i n at i o n  b e twe e n 
enforcement and public health 
agencies.

Marbella Royce in Sector 83A, Mohali

Day 114 of ‘Yudh Nashian Virudh’ 

126 drug smugglers held with 5.3 kg heroin
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Ludhiana: After a decisive 
win in the Ludhiana West 
Assembly by-election, Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate 
Sanjeev Arora has expressed 
his gratitude to the voters of 
the constituency and assured 
them of dedicated service. In a 
statement issued following the 
announcement of the results, 
Arora thanked the people of 
Ludhiana West for placing 
their trust in him.

“I extend my sincere thanks 
to all the residents of Ludhiana 
West,” Arora said. “This victory 
is not mine alone but belongs 
to every citizen who supported 
me. I promise to stand true to 
the faith you have placed in me 
and to serve you with complete 
commitment and integrity.” 
Arora’s win is being seen as a 
significant boost for AAP in 
the urban political landscape 
of Punjab. His victory margin 
reaffirmed the party’s growing 

acceptance in constituencies 
like Ludhiana West, where 
local issues, governance 
track record, and leadership 
accessibility played key roles.

In his statement, Arora also 
acknowledged the support 
extended to him by the top 
leadership of the Aam Aadmi 
Party. He thanked AAP 
National Convener Arvind 
Kejriwal and Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 
noting that their guidance and 
backing played a vital role in 

the campaign. “I am deeply 
grateful to Shri Arvind Kejriwal 
ji and Bhagwant Mann ji for 
believing in me and giving me 
the opportunity to represent 
the people of Ludhiana West 
through the Aam Aadmi Party. 
I will uphold the values of the 
party and work tirelessly for 
the welfare of the people,” he 
said.

While refraining from 
targeting opposition parties, 
Arora focused his message on 
public service and inclusivity. 
He pledged to work on key 
civic and developmental issues 
affecting the constituency and 
said that his office will remain 
open and accessible to all 
residents. The by-election 
win not only secures AAP’s 
position in Ludhiana West 
but also reinforces the party’s 
organisational strength in 
Punjab. Arora’s message 
struck a tone of humility and 
responsibility, with a focus on 
governance and accountability 
in the months to come.

Ferozepur:A serious incident has 
come to light in the border area of 
Mamdot in Ferozepur district, 
where Border Security Force 
(BSF) personnel, including women 
staff, were reportedly misbehaved 
with by local individuals near the 
Gatti Hayat BSF Border Outpost 
(BOP). According to the complaint 
filed by Inspector Z. Ngouri, 
Company Commander of the 155 
Battalion ‘E’ Company of BSF, 
on June 20, a group of men were 
consuming alcohol near the BSF 
checkpoint gate while operating 
their field motor pump. When 
BSF personnel, including female 
staff, intervened and asked them 
to stop, the accused allegedly 
hurled abuses at them. Shockingly, 
they also attempted to undress in 
front of the women personnel, 
causing further outrage. Based 
on the complaint, the Mamdot 
police registered a case on June 
22 against three accused — 
Jarnail Singh, Harjinder Singh, 
and Dilbagh Singh, all residents 
of Chak Bhange Wala village.

Will uphold your trust fully: Sanjeev AroraMisbehaviour with 
BSF women jawans
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Chandigarh: A massive 
fire broke out on Monday 
morning at the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court complex 
in Chandigarh, triggering 
panic among staff and lawyers 
and causing significant 
damage to property. While no 
casualties have been reported, 
officials estimate the loss at 
approximately Rs 35 lakh.

According to sources, 
the fire started around 9:00 
am and rapidly engulfed the 
Ladies Bar Room and Room 
No. 4. A portion of the main 
Bar Room also suffered 
extensive damage. The blaze 
caused the destruction of 
several important documents, 
electronic equipment, and 
furniture. Multiple fire tenders 
were immediately rushed 
to the scene after the fire 
alarm was raised. Firefighting 

operations continued for over 
an hour before the flames 
could be brought under control. 
Firefighters, police, and court 
officials worked together to 
evacuate parts of the building 
and ensure safety.

Fortunately, as the court 
had not yet started its daily 
proceedings and only a few staff 
members were present in the 
affected sections, there were no 
injuries or fatalities reported. 
However, the scale of property 
damage was described as 
“severe.” A statement issued 
by the High Court Bar 
Association confirmed that the 
fire had completely gutted the 
Ladies Bar Room and Room 
No. 4. In addition to physical 
infrastructure, several case 
files, legal records, computers, 
and bar association documents 
are believed to have been lost 
in the fire. The exact cause of 
the blaze remains unknown. 
Preliminary investigations by 

the fire department and court 
administration have been 
launched, and officials have 
not ruled out the possibility 
of an electrical short circuit. 
However, a formal report 
is awaited.The High Court 
administration has also 
ordered an internal inquiry 
to determine the extent of the 
damage and evaluate lapses in 
fire safety protocols. Steps are 
also being planned to prevent 
such incidents in the future, 
including the installation of 
additional fire detection and 
suppression systems. Senior 
advocates and members 
of the Bar have expressed 
concern over the loss of key 
infrastructure and records and 
have urged the administration 
to expedite repair and 
restoration work.Court 
operations continued with 
some delay, but functioning 
in affected rooms remains 
suspended until further notice.
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Dhuri: The local police on 
Sunday arrested a man in 
possession of narcotic pills 
during a routine patrol near 
village Khedi Jatanki. The 
accused has been identified 
as Nahar Singh, a resident of 
village Mimsa.

According to ASI Narinder 
Singh, he was conducting a 
patrol with his team from 
Mimsa to Khedi Jatanki via a 
dirt road when they spotted a 
suspicious person. On seeing 
the police, the man attempted 
to flee, raising further 
suspicion.

The police team quickly 
chased and apprehended the 
individual. During the arrest, 
the accused tried to discard a 
transparent envelope he was 
carrying. Upon inspection, 
the envelope was found to 
contain 65 narcotic pills that 
were not in blister packs 
(loose tablets). The police 

immediately took Nahar 
Singh into custody and seized 
the recovered pills. A case has 
been registered against him 
under relevant sections of 
the NDPS Act. The accused 
will be produced in court, 
and further investigation is 
underway to trace the source 
of the narcotics and whether 
others are involved in the 
supply chain. Police officials 
reiterated their commitment 
to intensifying surveillance in 
rural areas to curb the spread 
of drugs.

Chandigarh:  A reshuffle in 
the Punjab Cabinet is expected 
imminently, with Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann reportedly 
seeking time from Governor 
Gulab Chand Kataria. Sources 
indicate that the reshuffle could 
take place as early as Tuesday.

 The development follows 
the by-election victory of Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate 
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjeev 
Arora, who won the Ludhiana 
West Assembly seat by a 
significant margin. During the 
campaign, both Chief Minister 
Mann and AAP National 
Convener Arvind Kejriwal had 
publicly announced that Arora 
would be made a minister if 
he won. With the victory now 
secured, the stage appears set 
for his induction into the state 
cabinet. The Punjab Cabinet 
currently has two vacant berths, 
and Arora is expected to fill 
one of them. Sources suggest 

that another new face might 
be inducted to fill the second 
vacancy. While no official list of 
potential appointees has been 
released, there is speculation 
that some existing ministers 
may be dropped to make way 
for fresh entrants. 

Arora’s elevation would mark 
his first entry into the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly, and his 
induction is seen as a reward 
for his decisive win in Ludhiana 
West. Though the party has 
maintained official silence on 
the reshuffle, sources close to 
the government say discussions 
have been underway for several 
weeks regarding possible 
changes in the Cabinet. The 
leadership reportedly aims to 
balance regional representation 
and performance in the 
reshuffle. Governor’s office has 
yet to confirm anything, but 
preparations are understood to 
be in motion. 
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apprehended the 
individual. During 
arrest, the accused 
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transparent envelope 
he was carrying


